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Preface

The aim of the present monograph is to contribute to the sociolog-
ical diagnosis of our time. It is marked by the enormous rise of the
rights and responsibilities of individuals. Their orientation, decisions,
and actions matter a lot to the local and global economy, politics, and
culture. The life projects of individuals, the means by which they are
carried out, and their outcomes are a fundamental component of the
contemporary historical situation. That is why the topic of accelerated
individualization is so attractive for scholars. Styles of study vary as a
result of dealing with human beings in time and space, with statistical
averages concerning the parameters of individualization or with explan-
atory models of the interplay between individuals, groups, communi-
ties, organizations, and societies. Thus, the study of individualization
is already broad and sophisticated enough to bring about highly rele-
vant results in both scientific and practical terms. However, one major
obstacle lies in the way of a cumulative understanding of the subject:
the plurality of individualization concepts. When talking about individ-
ualization, it is not always clear what is the subject of discussion.

The analysis and argumentation in this monograph is guided by the
understanding of individualization as upgrading individuals’ capacities

vii
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social trend with deep historical roots. The analysis and argumentation
is guided by the idea that this global trend powerfully shapes contempo-
rary social life and will shape it in the future. This happens in the inter-
play of individualization with three other global trends: upgrading the
rationality of organizations, the spread of instrumental activism, and the
universalization of value-normative systems.

There are multiple factors fostering or hindering individualization
today. Most influential among them is the increasing active involvement
of individuals in the global division of labor, which offers them a pleth-
ora of opportunities to reach global markets. Modern means of trans-
portation and communication have greatly condensed time and space,
thus allowing for the diversification of individual aspirations and activi-
ties. The increase in labor productivity and the related spread of relative
affluence have also facilitated the autonomy of individuals, particularly
those who belong to the growing global middle class. Democratization
has transformed national and international political systems by enabling
millions of people to actively participate in political life. Millions are
involved in a cultural exchange which has already brought forth a global
culture. Its value-normative core is the respect to the universal human
rights of individuals together with the stress on the existential relevance
of the idea and practices of sustainability.

These developments have strengthened the key importance of per-
sonal choices concerning the location, type, direction, and form of
activities for the reproduction and change of social structures. The pool
of options for choice and action is wide and expanding. A plethora of
opportunities for individual educational paths has emerged all over the
world. Increased levels of education empower individuals who possess
advanced cognitive capacities and occupational skills. The individuals
who can learn quickly have access to myriad new career choices too.
Individuals less and less often make their life decisions under the pres-
sure of restrictive economic and political circumstances, or of cultural
traditions, as this was the case with previous generations.

As far as the personal development and realization of millions are
concerned, the processes outlined so far are highly encouraging. As
seen from a critical vantage point, they are quite controversial at the
same time. Deepening of global and local inequalities constraining the
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constructive individualization of large groups has accompanied the
growth of the world economy and the related global triumph of individ-
ualization. The rapid rise of insufficiently regulated financial flows bears
the potential to provoke repeated regional and global crises, thereby pro-
foundly changing the paths to individualization of millions as this has
been repeatedly experienced. Man-made changes in the natural environ-
ment have endangered the global ecosystem which is a key condition for
constructive individualization. In contrast to the widespread well-being
in economically advanced parts of the world, millions in other places still
experience their individualization as a struggle for the basic necessities
to survive. For the poor people, the very opportunity for autonomous,
reflexive, and constructive personal development remains a dream.

The global enlargement of options for personal choice goes hand in
hand with new requirements for efficiently handling increasingly com-
plicated tasks. The competition is fierce, and the risks of personal failure
in task management are omnipresent. The institutional control and pun-
ishment for inefhicient personal action are high on the agenda. Decisions
concerning the management of local conflicts taken by politicians and
military leaders have triggered local wars that could potentially expand to
a scale that existentially threatens human civilization. Due to these com-
plex processes, the vast range of opportunities to design and implement
plans for personal development and realization is simultaneously full of
promising prospects, potential contradictions, and inherent conflicts.

These controversial developments have been intensively debated in
recent decades. Discussions have long focused on processes in societies
representing the 'post-modern’ or 'late modernity’. Yet, coordination
and clashes of beliefs with the interests of individuals, their conform-
ity to social conditions, or rebellion against them have been retold by
myths, philosophy, and literature throughout history. Historical records
are filled with narratives about individuals who have brought about
unusual achievements by following paths of extraordinary individualiza-
tion. Some personal achievements have shaped the fate of civilizations.
Taking such cases under scrutiny, one may notice that the basic patterns
of individualization display some universal features. Another major
finding is that there have been continuities and discontinuities, breaks,
and qualitatively new starts of individualization in history.
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The present monograph provides the reader with information about
the manifold processes studied under the umbrella of individualiza-
tion. The analysis and arguments also suggest possibilities for integrat-
ing, as well as operationalizing, key concepts in the study of the subject.
The expected outcome is a contribution to systematic descriptions
and explanations of individualization across various social contexts.
The background idea is that the best diagnosis of our times might be
achieved by applying the conceptual framework of four global trends
that shape the global system of contemporary societies. This includes
double-sided challenges of individualization. It comes about as a con-
troversial result of tension-ridden changes of social structures and the
active and creative adaptation of individuals to the structural changes.
As seen from the opposite point of view, the variety and quality of
often diverse and uncertain individualization paths pose permanent
challenges to the stability and change of economic, political, and cul-
tural structures. Thus, the study of individualization becomes crucially
important for the elaboration on a multidimensional diagnosis of con-
temporary social development. Such a diagnosis would be indispensable
for the strategic orientation and guidance of individual and collective
action in times which are, by and large, marked by uncertainty.

Berlin, Germany Nikolai Genov
October 2017
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IIPEATOBOP

TA3U KHUTA E UHTEAEKTYAAHA PABHOCMETKA. M B crijoro
BpeMe TSl OTKPHBA HOBU XOPH3OHTH 3a MHOBAaTHBHH U e€(peKTUBHU
COITMOAOTHMYECKH HM3CAeABaHMA. ToBa e IleATa Ha aKTyaAM3HPaHUS
CHHTe3 Ha UAEH, IIPBCHATU B CTOTHLH ITyOAUKAIIMN B Pa3HU CTPAHU
U Ha pasHu e3uny. [TybAuKaMuTe ca MOATOTBSHHM IO Pa3HOOOPa3HU
IIOBOAHY U B Pa3AMYHHU YCAOBHSA. MHOTO AeTafAU B TEXHHTE LI€AH U ap-
T'YMEHTH He ca cpaBHUMHU. Ho BBB BCsIKa OT TSAX MOXKe Ad Ce TIPOCACAU
eAHa obmja CcTpaTerus Ha U3CAEAOBATEACKH MHTEPeC M PeaAU3aLiH.
HeitnoTo passutue 3amoysa c 3amureHara B Aainmur npes 19785 ro-
AVHA AOKTOPCKA AMCEPTALMs U CTUTA A0 MOHOTpadusTa 3a rao6aa-
HaTa MHAUBHAYaAu3anus, Kosito Palgrave Macmillan my6ankysa npes
2018 roauna. CrpaTerusra IMpeABIKAA Al ce 060CHOBE, HU3TPaAU U
aKTHBHO A2 Ce M3IIOA3BA HOBA AMCIJUIIAMHAPHA IAPAAUTMA, KOSTO
epeKTUBHO AQ OPHEHTHUPA H PEryAHpa COIIMOAOTMIECKHUTEe H3CACABA-
HISL. B 1jeHThpa Ha mMpeaAaraHaTa ImapapurMa e MHUPOKO CXBAIAHOTO
nousmue 3a coyuaio ézaumodeiicmsue. To e pepunmpaHO Upe3 00-
MeHa Ha BellleCTBO, eHeprus 1 HHYOPMAIH MeXXAY HHAUBUAYAAHU H
KOAEKTUBHU COLMAAHU CyOeKmu, TEXHUTE OMHOUEHUs 1 Npoyecy Ha
MHKpPO-, Me30- 1 MAaKpOCOIIMAAHO paBHHUIIe. ONpeAeAeHH ca aHAAH-
THUYHH [TApaMeTPH Ha COITMAAHUTE B3aUMOAEHUCTBHS, KAKTO M OCHOB-
HHTe AeTePMUHAIIMOHHU BEPUTH B TAX.

CrpaTernyeckusT MPexoA OT COIJHOAOTUYECKHU ITAPAAUTMH, pas-
BUTH OKOAO ITOHSTHS 332 COLMAAHA CHCTEMa, CTPYKTYpa HAM QYHK-
st 1 pOKYCHPAHH IPEAVMHO BBPXY COIIMAAHATA MHTETPALUs, KbM
mapapurMa ¢ OKyc BBPXY COIIMAAHUTE IPOLECH U MIPOMEHH Ce Ha-
Aara OT YCKOpEeHaTa AMHAMHKA Ha ChBpeMeHHHUTe obmecTBa. bpp3o
Ce IIPOMEHST MaTepPUAAHUTE U UACHHHTE YCAOBUS, KAKTO U IJEAUTE U
CpeACTBaTa Ha coluaAHuTe AefiHOCTH. OnuTHTE AQ Ce Hamepu 06wy
3HaMeHATeA Ha Te3U IPOMEHH Ce COABCKBAT C TSIXHOTO U3KAIOUHTEA-
HO MHOroo6pasue. Ho To He e cepro3eH apryMeHT 3a OTKa3 OT CHH-
Te3 B OCHOBAHHUATA HA COLIMOAOTHYIECKOTO To3HaHue. [Ipeasaranuar
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ITpaBu cre, TakaBa nH$popMarus e 6raa crdupana. Ilpocro e Hs-
MaAO KO AQ S AOPabOTH AO ITPeAAOXKeHNUe 32 B3eMaHe Ha pellre-
HUe 3a AeficTBUe. TOYHO B TO3H IYHKT € perrcTpHpaHara obimia
caaboct Ha EBpomeiickus Cpi03 IPU pearupaHeTo My CIPSIMO
TpUTe KPHU3H, 32 KOMTO CTaHa Ayma. IIpmdmHara 3a opraHusa-
1IMoHHaTa HeepekTUBHOCT Ha Cplo3a e B TpOMaBaTa MOAIOTOBKA
Ha pelIeHNs 32 ACHICTBIE H 0COOEHO B IIOATOTOBKATA U OCHIIECT-
BSIBAHETO Ha ACHICTBHS 3a CIIPaBsHe C KPU3UCHH CUTYAL[UH.

I'epmamm HsIMa AH AQ IIPOMEHH CBOsTAa IIOAMTHKA ITO OTHO-
MI€HHE Ha MUI'pafuiaATa A MI/II‘PaHTIfITe?

Tasu nmpomsHa Beue e ¢axt. IIpean HiIKoAko AHU ByHaecTarsr
IpHe HOB 3aKOH 33 TPUEMaHeTO Ha CeMelCTBaTa Ha OeXXaHIH, Ha
KOHTO e paspelneHo mpebusasaHe B cTpaHara. He 6uBa aa ce 3a-
OpaBs, 4e MOHATUETO 32 CEMEFICTBO B ApaOCKIsI CBSIT € MHOTO II0-
IIHPOKO, OTKOAKOTO B EBpoIia, KbA€TO HOPMaAHATa CUTyallUs e
HYKA€apHOTO CEMENCTBO.

Mrucante An, ye I'epMaHus cTaHA 3aA0KHHK HAa HHTEpeCHTe
Ha Typnus u I'spius, kakTo ce rosopu?

Iepmanus mpecaeaBa CBOUTE HHTEPECH II0 OTHOIIEHHE Ha ABe-
Te CTpaHHU. A\eHCTBUTEAHUST MPOOAEM e B TOBA, Ye CTAHA TBBPAE
TPYAHO Aa Ce CHYeTaBaT Pa3yMHO U e(peKTHBHO HHTepecuTe Ha
BCSAKA OT Te3U CTPAHM C UHTEPeCHTe Ha APyTHu crpaHu. Topa e
TPYAHO U 3a epMaHMA — cTpaHa ¢ MOITHA HUKOHOMUKA U BHCOKO
PasBUTa TIOAUTHKA M KyATYpa. Ho 3aA0XKHHUK Ha MHTepecuTe Ha
Typuus u I'bpipyis — TOBa € TBBpAE CHAHA, HEPEAANCTHYHA XapaK-
TePUCTHKA HAa BHHIIHATA ITOAUTHKA Ha [epManus crpsmo Te3u
ABE CTPaHH.

Foto: Matej Leskovsek

SUMMARY

THE PRESENT BOOK CONTAINS A recapitulation of decades of
intensive intellectual activities. In the same time it opens new horizons
for creative and efficient sociological studies. This is the aim of the
entirely updated synthesis of ideas dispersed in hundreds of author’s
publications in various languages and countries. The publications
used to be prepared on specific occasions. Consequently, many
details in their contents differ. However, all publications have one
common feature. Explicitly or implicitly, they are all guided by one
and the same strategic continuity of analysis and argumentation. It
started with the doctoral dissertation defended in Leipzigin 1975 and
reached maturity in the monograph Challenges of Individualization
published by Palgrave Macmillan in 2018.

The strategy is focused on laying the foundation of sociological
theorizingand research by developing and applying anew disciplinary
paradigm. It is intended to orient and regulate sociological studies in
a well differentiated and systematic way. The core of the suggested
new disciplinary paradigm is the broadly conceived concept of social
interaction. It is defined by the analytical concepts of social actors
involved in exchange of matter, energy and information in networks
of social relations and in the course of social processes. The assumption
is that such interactions are identifiable at the micro-, mezzo- and
macro-structural level of social life. The next step in the development
of the paradigm is the outline of potentials for operationalization of
the three analytical concepts. The identification of major determining
factors and determination lines in social interactions follows.

The inspiration of this conceptual innovation mostly comes
from the multidimensional and accelerated social change dominating
the contemporary global situation. It makes the strategic shift from
sociological paradigms organized around concepts of social systems,
structures and functions towards a paradigm focused on social
processes urgently needed. The attempts to identify a common
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denominator of these processes clashes with their broad variety.
Though, the difficult conceptual reduction of the social over-
complexity cannot be a convincing argument for radically giving
up the search for a new synthesis in the foundations of sociological
theorizing and research. The suggested paradigmatic synthesis
is based on general principles for building and testing scientific
theories, on ideas developed in the sociological tradition as well as
on five decades of personal experience in theoretical and empirical
sociological studies. The experience confirms the productivity of the
new paradigm in descriptive, explanatory and prognostic procedures
focused on the study of spontaneous social change and organized
social innovations. The results of the studies provide the cognitive
resources needed for putting a diagnosis of our contemporary times
and for visions about the prospects of countries, global regions and
the human civilization.

The strategic relevance of these meta-theoretical discussions
became particularly clear against the background of the wave of
radical changes in Eastern Europe after 1989. They caught social
scientists by surprise. The conceptual frameworks they had at their
disposal did not match the profound nature, the complexity and the
speed of the changes. The expectation that the conceptual vacuum
could be properly filled out by using the concept of transition turned
out to be theoretical and ideological illusion. The concept allows the
establishment of aframework for description but hardly for systematic
explanation and prognostication of the fastand all-embracing changes
of post-socialist societies. In this respect the concept of societal
transformation offers a broader conceptual space for experimentation
and productive explanatory and prognostic studies. This particularly
applies to the societal transformation concept synchronized with the
paradigm of social interaction. The fusion allows de-composing the
processes of post-socialist societal transformations in specific action
areas defined in synchronic and diachronic manner. This opens
convincing ways for distinguishing processes of privatization of
industrial and agricultural properties, democratization of the distribution
and use of political power, pluralization of culture, digitalization of
production and services and ecologization of thinking and behavior as
major characteristics of the profound changes in and of post-socialist
societal systems. The analysis strengthens the point that the same
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processes occur at various structural levels of the present day global
society. Thus the application of the societal transformation concept
adjusted to the research paradigm of social interaction appears as
theoretically and methodologically much more relevant in broader
contexts than the concept of Eastern European transition to
democracy and market economy.

However, in the course of the studies on societal transformations
it became increasingly clear that the concept has its own explanatory
and prognostic limitations. Now it is well understood that the societal
level of social integration and social change is not broad enough for
allowing a proper diagnosis of the contemporary social situations.
New conceptual schemes are needed for explanations which refer
to fundamental global processes. The switching of the sociological
research interest from the exclusive focus of the studies on social
structures and functions of societal systems towards global social
structures and processes offers a promising perspective for resolving
the issue. This shift from methodological societalism towards
methodological globalism is a qualitative breakthrough in the
development of sociological theory and methodology. As suggested
in the present monograph, the shift can be achieved by turning the
research interest towards global trends. The background assumption
is that they are the outcome of various types of social interaction.
As seen from the opposite point of view, the global trends shape the
present day social reality and will fundamentally affect the future
social interactions.

The intensive research invested in these and in related issues
has identified four global trends shaping the situation of localities,
national societies, macro-regions and the global society. The
trends are also responsible for the current situation and the
prospects of social change and development at these structural
levels. The trends have been defined as upgrading the rationality of
organizations, individualization, spreading of instrumental activism
and universalization of value-normative systems. The studies on the
controversial interactions in each of these global trends as well as
between them facilitate the differentiated diagnosis of contemporary
social situations at various social structural levels substantially.

The long shadow of the intellectual heritage of Max Weber and
Talcott Parsons falls on every effort to discuss and resolve the above
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fundamental problems of sociological theorizing and research. At
present it is a common professional habit of sociologists to refer to
the works of both classics in order to verify or falsify the orientation
or results of their own studies. On numerous places in the present
book one may notice this link which determines the contours of
the disciplinary identity of sociology and the professional identity
of sociologists. The strengthening and development of this identity
requires permanent renewals of the sociological conceptual
frameworks in correspondence with the development of social reality
and the knowledge about it.

The efforts to achieve this result are directed towards the
development and use of the conceptual framework of social
interaction in coordination with the development and use of
concepts of global trends and their interactions. The productive
potential of this conceptual innovation has been verified in the
analysis of the causes and effects of the recent global financial and
economic crisis and the Eastern European societal transformations.
The tests consistently show that the suggested conceptual synthesis
makes surprising systematic and informative outcomes possible. The
probability that the new conceptual models will establish themselves
as a breakthrough in sociological theory and methodology, in
theoretically guided empirical studies and in the upgrading of their
practical relevance is pretty high. This development would bring
about new quality in putting diagnoses on social situations at different
structural levels as well as a more efficient practical management of
the situations.

The scientific and practical effects of the suggested conceptual
innovation might be best understood by analyzing situations in
which advances in sociological knowledge are being prepared
and achieved. The guiding assumption of such analyses is that the
advances are the outcome of the efforts of individual sociologists
to carefully study achievements, failures, sufferings and sacrifices of
human beings under the impact of environmental, technological,
economic, political and cultural structures. They exert their impacts
on sociologists and sociological institutions via formal and informal
organizations. For the purpose of doing sociology sociologists rely
on the knowledge, values, norms and practical skills acquired in
their socialization. Still another group of factors determining the
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advancement of sociological knowledge consists of the socially
modified inborn intelligence, emotions and will of sociologists.
The close attention to all these factors and their interactions is the
key to the precise understanding of the links between social and
intellectual processes shaping the vocation of sociologists. This result
cannot be properly understood by focusing on the often debated but
not particularly meaningful platform of ,sociology as a vocation®. The
question immediately arises: Which sociology? Is this the sociology
of the thousands professionals living from the discipline? Or the
sociology of the few who really live for sociology? These are divisive
questions debated in the national and international communities of
sociologists. Everybody of their members has the right of having his
or her opinion on these sensitive issues. The answers suggested in
the book are based on the analysis of an individual case of ,doing
sociology* by living for sociology.



